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do little harm, but when they are present in large numbers they may easily cause unthriftiness and the death of many birds. The deaths do not occur suddenly, but are distributed over a long period of time.
Many adult hens carry a few round-worms without being seriously harmed. Young birds under four months of age are very susceptible to round-worm infection. After they reach this age or older, they are comparatively immune to heavy infestation and are seldom troubled. Some investigators have stated that when birds reach the age of four months they are fifty times as resistant to worms as chicks two or three weeks old. For practical purposes the owner is reasonably sure of a worm-free flock if the young birds are raised on clean ground until they are four months old.
Life history
This worm, unlike many others, has a very simple and uncomplicated life history. The adult round-worm lives in the intestines. The female produces eggs which pass out with the droppings. After reaching the soil, the eggs must go through a period of incubation before they are able to infect another bird. Before incubation they are harmless. If the weather is favorable in respect to warmth and moisture, the eggs incubate successfully in about one week and tiny worms develop inside of the shells. Direct sunshine and long periods of dry weather are fatal to the development of round-worm eggs. When deposited in j#oist shady places, the eggs will remain alive for several-months.
After the worms have developed inside the shell of the egg, they may remain in the soil until they are picked up by chickens. When swallowed they are carried into the gizzard, stomach, and intestines, where the outside covering of the eggs is dissolved, liberating the young worms. These little worms bury themselves in the wall of the intestine and after about three weeks seek the open intestine, becoming full grown in eight or ten weeks. This completes their life cycle.